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Environment Flash
No. 5/2026

May 7", 2026

1. EU DEVELOPMENTS SELECTION*

1.1.  Proposal to amend the Market Stability
Reserve under the EU ETS

On 1 April 2026, the European Commission adopted
a proposal to amend the Market Stability Reserve
(MSR) under the EU Emissions Trading System (EU
ETS) with a view to strengthening the stability and
predictability of the carbon market.

The proposed amendment aims, among others, to
suspend the current mechanism for invalidating
surplus allowances in the reserve that exceed the
400 million threshold.

Legal & Tax

Info Dreptul Mediului
Nr. 5/2026

7 mai 2026

1. SELECTIA EVOLUTIILOR LA NIVELUL
UE!

1.1.  Propunere de modificare a rezervei
pentru stabilitatea pietei in cadrul EU ETS

La 1 aprilie 2026, Comisia Europeana a adoptat o
propunere de modificare a rezervei pentru
stabilitatea pietei (MSR) din cadrul sistemului UE de
comercializare a certificatelor de emisii (EU ETS), in
vederea consoliddrii stabilitdtii si previzibilitdtii
pietei carbonului.

Modificarea propusa vizeazd, printre altele,
suspendarea mecanismului actual de invalidare a
certificatelor excedentare din rezerva peste pragul de
400 de milioane.

1 Both EU and national developments are listed chronologically. / Atat evolutiile la nivelul UE, cat si cele nationale, sunt incluse in ordine

cronologica.
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Instead, those allowances would be retained and
used to support market balancing during periods of
deficit or surplus, thereby contributing to increased
system flexibility.

The initiative aims to strengthen the role of the MSR
as a market stabilization tool, while maintaining its
rules-based structure and the integrity of the EU
ETS as a market mechanism. The proposal will be
submitted to the European Parliament and the
Council for adoption, and a more comprehensive
review of the EU ETS is planned for July 2026.

1.2.  Updates to the EU framework for
monitoring and reporting greenhouse
gas emissions

On 7 April 2026, two new delegated regulations
adopted by the European Commission entered into
force, namely Regulation 2026/81 and Regulation
2026/109, amending and correcting Delegated
Regulation 2019/1122 regarding the operation of the
Union Registry. Both regulations address changes in
the field of climate policies and actions aimed at
complying with the commitments undertaken under
the Paris Agreement.
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In schimb, certificatele respective ar urma sd fie
pastrate si utilizate pentru a sprijini echilibrarea
pietei in perioade de deficit sau excedent,
contribuind astfel la cresterea flexibilitatii sistemului.

Initiativa urmareste consolidarea rolului MSR ca
instrument de stabilizare a pietei, mentinand in
acelasi timp structura sa bazatd pe reguli si
integritatea EU ETS ca mecanism de piatd.
Propunerea va fi transmisd Parlamentului European
si Consiliului pentru adoptare, iar o revizuire mai
ampld a EU ETS este planificata pentru iulie 2026.

1.2.  Actualizari ale cadrului UE privind
monitorizarea si raportarea emisiilor de
gaze cu efect de sera

La 7 aprilie 2026, au intrat in vigoare doua noi
regulamente delegate adoptate de Comisia
Europeang, respectiv Regulamentul 2026/81 si
Regulamentul 2026/109 de modificare si de rectificare
a Regulamentului delegat 2019/1122 in ceea ce priveste
functionarea registrului Uniunii, ambele avand in
vedere modificari aduse in domeniul politicilor si
actiunilor climatice de respectare a angajamentelor
asumate in temeiul Acordului de la Paris.
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The new rules align existing provisions with the
revised climate targets, clarify the use of flexibility
mechanisms, and update the conditions governing
the transfer and accounting of emission unites
within the Union Registry. These measures aim to
strengthen the transparency and efficiency of the
emissions monitoring system, in support of
achieving the EU’s climate targets.

1.3. Updates to the European legal
framework on water

On 20 April 2025, Directive 2026/805 was published
in the Official Journal of the EU, amending Directive
2000/60 establishing a framework for Community
action in the field of water policy, Directive 2006/118
on the protection of groundwater against pollution
and deterioration, and Directive 2008/ 105 on
environmental quality standards in the field of
water.
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Noile reguli aliniazd dispozitiile existente la tintele
climatice revizuite, clarifica utilizarea mecanismelor
de flexibilitate si actualizeaza conditiile privind
transferul si evidenta unitdtilor de emisii din registrul
Uniunii. Aceste mdsuri urmaresc consolidarea
transparentei si eficientei sistemului de monitorizare
a emisiilor, in sprijinul atingerii obiectivelor climatice
ale UE.

1.3.  Actualizari ale cadrului juridic european
privind apa

La 20 aprilie 2025, a fost publicata in Jurnalul Oficial
al UE Directiva 2026/805 de modificare a Directivei
2000/60 de stabilire a unui cadru de politica
comunitard in domeniul apei, a Directivei 2006/118
privind protectia apelor subterane impotriva poludrii
si a deterioradrii si a Directivei 2008/105 privind
standardele de calitate a mediului in domeniul apei.
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Among others, the Directive introduces changes
regarding the identification and control of
pollutants, updating environmental quality
standards and strengthening monitoring
mechanisms, including by harmonizing threshold
values and standards applicable to certain
pollutants, improving the comparability of the
status of water bodies across Member States, and
strengthening monitoring and reporting obligations
by increasing the frequency and systematizing the
information provided by Member States.

1.4. New exemptions from portable battery
removability requirements

On 28 April 2026, the European Commission
launched a public consultation on new rules
establishing additional exemptions for certain
products from EU requirements regarding the

removability and replaceability of portable batteries.

The proposal calls for the inclusion of six new
product categories in the list of exceptions,
including, among others, smartwatches, fitness
trackers and electric toys.
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Directiva introduce, printre altele, modificari privind
identificarea si controlul poluantilor, actualizarea
standardelor de calitate a mediului si consolidarea
mecanismelor de monitorizare, inclusiv prin
armonizarea valorilor-prag si a standardelor aplicabile
anumitor poluanti, imbundtatirea comparabilitdtii
stdrii maselor de apd intre statele membre si
consolidarea obligatiilor de monitorizare si raportare,
prin cresterea frecventei si sistematizarea
informatiilor furnizate de statele membre.

1.4. Noi exceptii de la normele privind
posibilitatea de indepartare a bateriilor
portabile

La 28 aprilie 2026, Comisia Europeand a lansat o
consultare publica privind noi reguli care urmaresc
sd stabileascd scutiri suplimentare pentru anumite
produse de la cerintele UE referitoare la posibilitatea
de a indeparta si inlocui bateriile portabile.

Propunerea prevede includerea in lista de exceptii a
sase noi categorii de produse, care includ, printre
altele, ceasuri inteligente, brdtari de monitorizare a
activitatii fizice si jucdrii electrice.
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Stakeholders are invited to share their views on the
draft legislation by 26 May.

More information on the Regulation on batteries
and battery waste can be found in NNDKP’s
Environment Flash No. 7/2025, available here and in
NNDKP’s Environment Flash No. 1/2024, available
here.

2. NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS
SELECTION?

2.1. New rules amending GEO 57/2007 on
protected natural areas

On 7 April 2026, GEO 25/2026 entered into force,
amending and supplementing GEO 57/2007 on the
regime governing protected natural areas, the
conservation of natural habitats, and wild flora and
fauna.

Legal & Tax

Partile interesate sunt invitate sa isi impdrtaseasca
opiniile cu privire la proiectul legislativ pana la 26
mai.

Mai multe informatii despre Regulamentul privind
bateriile si deseurile de baterii pot fi gasite in Info
Dreptul Mediului Nr. 7/2025 realizat de NNDKP,
disponibil aici si in Info Dreptul Mediului Nr. 1/2024
realizat de NNDKP, disponibil aici.

2. SELECTIA EVOLUTIILOR LA NIVEL
NATIONAL?

2.1.  Noireguli care modifica OUG 57/2007
privind ariile naturale protejate

La 7 aprilie 2026, a intrat in vigoare OUG 25/2026
pentru modificarea si completarea OUG 57/2007
privind regimul ariilor naturale protejate, conservarea
habitatelor naturale, a florei si faunei sdlbatice.

> Both EU and national developments are listed chronologically. / Atat evolutiile la nivelul UE, cat si cele nationale, sunt incluse in ordine

cronologica.
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The amendments introduce, among others, the
concept of “priority biodiversity areas”, aligning the
national legislation with the EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030 and fulfilling the milestones under
the National Recovery and Resilience Plan (PNRR).

The legislative act also regulates the procedure for
the designation of these areas, their management
regime (non-intervention or active management), as
well as their inclusion in a national catalogue.

At the same time, clarifications are introduced
regarding the status of geoparks, which are
regulated as distinct mechanisms of international
recognition, in line with the UNESCO Programme,
rather than as protected natural areas.

More information on the changes brought to the
regime governing protected natural areas can be
found in NNDKP’s Environment Flash No. 2/2026,
available here.
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Modificarile vizeaza, printre altele, introducerea
conceptului de ,zond prioritard pentru biodiversitate”,
in vederea alinierii la Strategia UE privind
Biodiversitatea pentru 2030 si indeplinirii jaloanelor
din Planul National de Redresare si Rezilienta
(PNRR).

De asemenea, actul normativ reglementeaza
procedura de desemnare a acestor zone, regimul de
management (noninterventie sau management activ),
precum si includerea acestora intr-un catalog
national.

Totodatd, sunt introduse clarificari privind statutul
geoparcurilor, acestea fiind reglementate ca
mecanisme distincte de recunoastere internationala,
in acord cu Programul UNESCO, si nu ca arii naturale
protejate.

Mai multe informati privind modificarile aduse
regimului ariilor naturale protejate pot fi gdsite in
Info Dreptului Mediului Nr. 2/2026 realizat de
NNDKP, disponibil aici.
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2.2. Public consultation on the institutional
framework for the management of
fluorinated greenhouse gases

On 23 April 2026, the Ministry of Environment,
Water and Forestry submitted for public
consultation a draft law establishing the
institutional framework and certain measures for
the implementation of the management of
fluorinated greenhouse gases.

The draft provides, among others, for the
designation of the Ministry of Environment, Water
and Forestry as the competent authority for
coordinating the implementation of the Regulation
on fluorinated gases, the designation of the
Romanian Customs Authority as the authority
responsible for ensuring compliance with
prohibitions and other restrictions, as well as the
establishment of applicable penalties.
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2.2. Consultare publica privind cadrul
institutional pentru managementul
gazelor fluorurate cu efect de sera

La 23 aprilie 2026, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a supus consultdrii publice proiectul de
lege privind stabilirea cadrului institutional si a unor
mdsuri pentru punerea in aplicare a managementului
gazelor fluorurate cu efect de serd.

Proiectul vizeazd, printre altele, desemnarea
Ministerului Mediului, Apelor si Padurilor ca
autoritate competentd pentru coordonarea aplicdrii
Regulamentului privind gazele fluorurate,
desemnarea Autoritdtii Vamale Romane ca autoritate
responsabild cu asigurarea respectdrii interdictiilor si
a celorlalte restrictii, precum si stabilirea sanctiunilor
aplicabile.
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2.3.  Public Consultation on the Approval of
the Methodology for Biodiversity
Priority Areas

On 27 April 2026, the Ministry of Environment,
Water and Forestry launched a public
consultation on the draft order approving the
methodology for identifying priority areas for
biodiversity.

The methodology aims, among others, to
establish criteria for identifying priority areas for
biodiversity, depending on the type of ecosystems
and habitats targeted, and their regime.

2.4. Changes to the procedure for granting
the single industrial license

On 30 April 2026, Order 38/2026 was published in
the Official Gazette No. 946, amending the
Instructions on the procedure for granting,
modifying, renewing, suspending, and revoking
the single industrial license, approved by Order
No. 2/2026 of the president of the Industrial
Licensing Office.
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2.3. Consultare publica pentru aprobarea
metodologiei privind zonele prioritare
pentru biodiversitate

La 27 aprilie 2026, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a supus consultdrii publice proiectul de
ordin privind aprobarea metodologiei de
identificare a zonelor prioritare pentru
biodiversitate.

Metodologia vizeaza, printre altele, stabilirea
criteriilor pentru identificarea zonelor prioritare
pentru biodiversitate, in functie de tipul
ecosistemelor si habitatelor vizate, precum si
regimul acestor zone.

2.4. Modificari privind procedura de
acordare a licentei industriale unice

La 30 aprilie 2026, a fost publicat in Monitorul
Oficial nr. 946 Ordinul 38/2026 pentru modificarea
instructiunilor privind procedura de acordare,
modificare, reinnoire, suspendare si retragere a

licentei industriale unice, aprobate prin Ordinul nr.

2/2026 al presedintelui Oficiului pentru Licenta
Industriala.
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Professional advice should therefore be sought before any
action is undertaken based on this newsletter.

Aceastd publicatie nu contine consultanta juridica si/sau
fiscald, ci informatii cu caracter general. Va rugam sa
solicitati consultanta de specialitate inainte de a
implementa orice decizie intemeiata pe informatiile din
prezenta.
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- Nestor Nestor Diculescu Kingston Petersen

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS

The Order stipulates that approval of the note
regarding the single industrial license by the
management of the General Directorate for
Licensing, Regulation, and PCUEL is deemed
equivalent to the approval of the electronic file,
while approval of the note by the President of the
Office constitutes the final step for issuing the
license as an electronic document.

The internal approval flow will be established by a
procedure documented by the General Directorate
for Licensing, Regulation, and PCUEL.

More information on the single industrial license
can be found in NNDKP’s Environment Flash No.
2/2026, available here.

You can find out more about how we process your personal data here.

You may unsubscribe here at any time.
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Ordinul prevede cd aprobarea notei privind licenta
industriald unicd de catre conducerea Directiei
generale acordare licentd, reglementare si PCUEL
echivaleaza cu aprobarea dosarului electronic, iar
aprobarea notei de cdtre Presedintele Oficiului
reprezintd etapa finald pentru emiterea licentei ca
document electronic.

Circuitul intern de avizare se va stabili prin
procedurd documentata de catre Directia generald
acordare licentd, reglementare si PCUEL.

Mai multe informatii despre licenta industriala
unicd pot fi gasite in Info Dreptul Mediului Nr.
2/2026 realizat de NNDKP, disponibil aici.

Mai multe detalii despre modul in care iti procesdm datele gdsiti aici.
Vi puteti dezabona oricdnd accesdnd acest link.

Madailina Vasile
Head of the
Environment Practice
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