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Environment Flash
No. 4/2026

April 6", 2026

1. EU DEVELOPMENTS SELECTION*

1.1.  The Council sets out its position on
amending the CRMA

On 4 March 2026, the Council adopted its position
on amending the Regulation 2024/1252 establishing
a framework for ensuring a secure and sustainable
supply of critical raw materials (“CRMA”).

The amendments aim, among others, to transfer the
responsibility for identifying large enterprises to the
European Commission, as well as to strengthen
transparency and accountability requirements for
such enterprises.
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1. SELECTIA EVOLUTIILOR LA NIVELUL
UE!

1.1.  Consiliul stabileste pozitia sa privind
modificarea CRMA

La 4 martie 2026, Consiliul a adoptat pozitia sa
privind modificarea Regulamentului 2024/1252 de
instituire a unui cadru pentru asigurarea
aprovizionadrii sigure si durabile cu materii prime
critice (,CRMA”).

Modificarile vizeazd, printre altele, transferul
responsabilitatii pentru identificarea intreprinderilor
mari cdtre Comisia Europeand, precum si
consolidarea cerintelor de transparentd si
responsabilitate pentru acestea.

1 Both EU and national developments are listed chronologically. / Atdt evolutiile la nivelul UE, cat si cele nationale, sunt incluse in ordine

cronologica.
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The Council underlines the importance of critical
raw materials for industry, including defense, and
aligns the methodology for calculating recycled
content with the Regulation 2024/1781 on eco-design
for sustainable products.

The Council supports the objectives of the proposal
while introducing larger involvement of Member
States by informing them about the identified
companies and existing vulnerabilities. In addition,
the European Commission’s powers regarding risk
mitigation are clarified, and the use of digital
product passports is permitted to ensure the
traceability of materials and support the resilience
of supply chains.

1.2.  Actions of the European Commission
against Romania for incorrect
transposition of the Seveso III Directive
and failure to report invasive species

On 11 March 2026, the European Commission sent a
letter of formal notice to Romania for the incorrect
transposition of Directive 2012/18 on the control of
major-accident hazards involving dangerous
substances (“Seveso III”).
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Consiliul subliniazd importanta materiilor prime
critice pentru industrie, inclusiv pentru aparare, si
armonizeazd metodologia de calcul a continutului
reciclat cu Regulamentul 2024/1781 privind
proiectarea ecologicd pentru produsele sustenabile.

Asadar, Consiliul sustine obiectivele propunerii,
introducdnd totodatd o implicare mai mare a Statelor
Membre, prin informarea acestora cu privire la
intreprinderile identificate si vulnerabilitatile
existente. In plus, sunt clarificate competentele
Comisiei Europene in materie de reducere a riscurilor,
iar utilizarea pasapoartelor digitale ale produselor este
permisd pentru a asigura trasabilitatea materialelor si
a sprijini rezilienta lanturilor de aprovizionare.

1.2.  Actiuni ale Comisiei Europene impotriva
Romaniei pentru transpunerea incorecta
a Directivei Seveso III si neraportarea
speciilor invazive

La data de 11 martie 2026, Comisia Europeana a
transmis Romaniei o scrisoare de punere in intarziere
pentru transpunerea incorectd a Directivei 2012/18
privind controlul pericolelor de accidente majore care
implica substante periculoase (,,Seveso III”).
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The Seveso 111 Directive aims to prevent major
accidents and limit their impact on health and the
environment. The shortcomings identified by the
European Commission relate to risk reassessment,
public participation, and the deadlines for
information and consultation. Romania has two
months to respond before a possible reasoned
opinion is issued.

At the same time, the European Commission has
sent a letter of formal notice to Romania for failing
to submit the mandatory six-year reports under
Regulation 1143/2014 on the prevention and
management of the introduction and spread of
invasive alien species. The reports provide essential
information for the protection of biodiversity,
health, and the economy. Romania has two months
to address the deficiencies before the issuance of a
reasoned opinion.
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Directiva Seveso III urmdreste prevenirea accidentelor
majore si limitarea impactului acestora asupra
sdndtatii si mediului. Deficientele identificate de
Comisia Europeanad vizeaza reevaluarea riscurilor,
participarea publicului si termenele pentru informare
si consultare, Romania avind doua luni pentru a
raspunde inainte de emiterea unui posibil aviz
motivat.

Totodata, Comisia Europeand a trimis Romaniei o
scrisoare de punere in intdrziere pentru
neprezentarea rapoartelor obligatorii la sase ani, in
temeiul Regulamentului 1143/2014 privind prevenirea
si gestionarea introducerii si rdspandirii speciilor
alogene invazive. Rapoartele ofera informatii esentiale
pentru protectia biodiversitdtii, a sdndtatii si a
economiei. Romania are doud luni la dispozitie
pentru a corecta deficientele, inainte de emiterea unui
aviz motivat.
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1.3. The European Commission launches a
public consultation on the revision of
the Water Framework Directive

On 17 March 2026, the European Commission
launched a call for contributions regarding the

revision of the Water Framework Directive 2000/60.

The aim is to simplify the legislation and identify
the bottlenecks, while maintaining environmental
and health protection standards.

The consultation is open until 14 April and is aimed
at businesses, public authorities, and civil society.

The review aims to increase the resilience of water
resources and support access to critical raw
materials, and stakeholders are invited to provide
evidence on the impact of the current rules,
including on the environment, supply, and costs,
with their contributions serving as the basis for
proposals to modernize the legislation.
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1.3. Comisia Europeana lanseaza o consultare
publica pentru revizuirea Directivei-cadru
privind apa

La data de 17 martie 2026, Comisia Europeand a lansat
o cerere de contributii pentru revizuirea Directivei-
cadru 2000/60 privind apa.

Obiectivul este simplificarea legislatiei si identificarea
blocajelor, cu mentinerea standardelor de protectie a
mediului si sandtdtii.

Consultarea este deschisa pand la 14 aprilie si vizeaza
companii, autoritati si societatea civild.

Revizuirea va avea ca scop cresterea rezilientei
resurselor de apa si sprijinirea accesului la materii
prime critice, iar partile interesate sunt invitate sa
ofere dovezi privind impactul actualelor reguli,
inclusiv asupra mediului, aprovizionarii si costurilor,
contributiile urmand sa fundamenteze propunerile de
modernizare a legislatiei.
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1.4. Intermediate climate target for 2040

On 18 March 2026, Regulation 2026/667 was
published in the Official Journal of the EU,
amending the European Climate Law, which
introduces a binding interim climate target for 2040
to reduce net greenhouse gas emissions by 90%
compared to 1990 levels.

More information on the EU's climate targets can be
found in NNDKP's Environment Flash No. 3/2026,
available here and in NNDKP's Environment Flash
No. 11/2025, available here.

1.5. The European Commission publishes
PPWR guidelines

On 30 March 2026, the European Commission
published guidelines for the implementation of
Regulation 2025/40 on packaging and packaging
waste (“PPWR”), intended to support the uniform
application of the new rules across the EU as of 12
August 2026, when the PPWR takes effect.
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1.4. Obiectiv climatic intermediar pentru 2040

La 18 martie 2026, a fost publicat in Jurnalul Oficial al
UE Regulamentul 2026/667 de modificare a Legii
europene a climei, care introduce obiectivul climatic
intermediar obligatoriu pentru 2040, privind
reducerea cu 90% a emisiilor nete de gaze cu efect de
sera fatd de nivelurile din 1990.

Mai multe informatii despre tintele climatice ale UE
pot fi gdsite in Info Dreptul Mediului Nr. 3/2026
realizat de NNDKP, disponibil aici, precum si in Info
Dreptul Mediului Nr. 11/2025 realizat de NNDKP,
disponibil aici.

1.5. Comisia Europeana publica orientari
PPWR

La 30 martie 2026, Comisia Europeand a publicat
orientdri pentru implementarea Regulamentului
2025/40 privind ambalajele si deseurile de ambalaje
(,PPWR”), menite sa sprijine aplicarea uniforma a
noilor norme in intreaga UE, incepand din data de 12
august 2026, cand PPWR devine aplicabil.
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The guidance documents clarify, among others, the
circumstances under which a company is considered
a producer, the items covered by the rules, the
restrictions on single-use packaging, the application
of the PFAS restriction, and the targets for
packaging reuse. The documents also address the
topic of extended producer responsibility, providing
practical guidance for companies and authorities.

The European Commission will continue to monitor
the implementation of the PPWR and will prepare
delegated and implementing acts on waste sorting
labeling, recyclable content, and recyclability
criteria.
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Documentele de orientare clarificd, printre altele,
situatiile in care o societate este considerata
producdtor, articolele care intrd sub incidenta
regulilor, restrictiile privind ambalajele de unica
folosinta, aplicarea restrictiei privind PFAS si
obiectivele privind reutilizarea ambalajelor. De
asemenea, documentele abordeaza tema rdaspunderii
extinse a producatorilor, oferind indrumadri practice
pentru companii si autoritati.

Comisia Europeanad va continua sd monitorizeze
aplicarea PPWR si va pregati acte delegate si de
punere in aplicare privind etichetarea sortarii
deseurilor, continutul reciclabil si criteriile de
reciclare.
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2.2.  Legislative proposal on the recovery of
raw materials from closed landfills

On 11 March 2026, a legislative proposal was
submitted to the Senate to amend GO No. 2/2021 on
landfill of waste and GEO No. 61/2025 implementing
the CRMA, with a view to regulating the controlled
recovery of raw materials from closed landfills.

The initiative aims, among others, to align the
national framework with the CRMA, thereby
increasing the circularity of critical raw materials
and the recovery of existing resources from landfills,
tailing ponds, and other decommissioned sites,
under strict environmental protection conditions,
while also reducing dependence on imports. It also
aims to contribute to the remediation of industrial
sites and the economic development of the affected
areas.

Thus, the initiative introduces a mechanism for
authorizing such activities, subject to obtaining the
relevant environmental approval and authorization,
as well as compliance with the “polluter pays”
principle.
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2.2.  Propunere legislativa privind
valorificarea materiilor prime din
depozite de deseuri inchise

La 11 martie 2026, a fost depusa la Senat o propunere
legislativa pentru completarea OG nr. 2/2021 privind
depozitarea deseurilor si OUG nr. 61/2025 privind
punerea in aplicare a CRMA, in vederea reglementarii
valorificdrii controlate a materiilor prime din
depozitele de deseuri inchise.

Initiativa urmdreste, printre altele, alinierea cadrului
national la CRMA, sporind astfel circularitatea
materiilor prime critice si recuperarea resurselor
existente in depozite de deseuri, iazuri de decantare si
alte amplasamente dezafectate, in conditii stricte de
protectie a mediului, reducand totodatd si
dependenta de importuri. De asemenea, aceasta
urmadreste sa contribuie la reabilitarea
amplasamentelor industriale si la dezvoltarea
economicd a zonelor afectate.

Astfel, initiativa introduce un mecanism pentru
autorizarea acestor activitdti, conditionat de
obtinerea acordului si autorizatiei de mediu, precum
si de respectarea principiului ,poluatorul plateste”.
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2.3. The government adopts the GEO
shortening the deadlines for
environmental impact assessments

On 12 March 2026, the Government adopted GEO
No. 17/2026 amending and supplementing certain
legislative acts. The Ordinance aims, among
others, to simplify and digitize environmental
impact assessment procedures, shorten decision-
making timelines, and improve data traceability.

More information on the draft GEO simplifying
the environmental procedure can be found in
NNDKP’s Environment Flash No. 3/2026, available
here.

2.4. The government adopted new rules for
transposing the Greenwashing
Directive

On 19 March 2026, the Government adopted GEO
No. 18/2026, amending certain legislative acts in
the field of consumer protection.
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2.3. Guvernul adopta o OUG care introduce
scurtarea termenelor in evaluarea
impactului asupra mediului

La 12 martie 2026, Guvernul a adoptat OUG nr.
17/2026 privind modificarea si completarea unor
acte normative. Ordonanta are ca obiectiv, printre
altele, simplificarea si digitalizarea procedurilor de
evaluare a impactului asupra mediului, reducand
termenele pentru adoptarea deciziilor si cresterea
trasabilitdtii datelor.

Mai multe informatii despre proiectul de OUG
privind simplificarea procedurii de mediu pot fi
gdsite in Info Dreptul Mediului Nr. 3/2026 realizat
de NNDKP, disponibil aici.

2.4. Guvernul a adoptat noi reguli pentru
transpunerea Directivei Greenwashing

La data de 19 martie 2026, Guvernul a adoptat OUG
nr. 18/2026 de modificare a unor acte normative din
domeniul protectiei consumatorilor.
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This legal act transposes, among others, Directive
2024/825 amending the relevant European
framework as regards empowering consumers for
the green transition through better protection
against unfair practices and through better
information (the “Greenwashing Directive”).

GEO No. 18/2026 will enter into force in stages
and will regulate, among others, the combating of
greenwashing in B2C relationships. In this
context, starting from 27 September 2026,
companies will no longer be allowed to use
generic environmental claims such as “eco”,
“sustainable” or “environmentally friendly”
without recognized evidence, nor to apply non-
certified sustainability labels or make claims
regarding future environmental performance or
climate neutrality without verifiable and
measurable plans.

At the same time, the ordinance also provides for
obligations to inform consumers about product
durability, available eco-friendly delivery options,
and the impact of software updates on product
functionality.
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Acest act normativ transpune, printre altele,
Directiva 2024/825 de modificare a cadrului
relevant european in ceea ce priveste consolidarea
rolului consumatorilor in vederea tranzitiei verzi
printr-o mai buna protectie impotriva practicilor
neloiale si 0 mai bund informare (,Directiva
Greenwashing”).

OUG nr. 18/2026 va intra in vigoare etapizat si va
reglementa, printre altele, combaterea
dezinformdrii ecologice in relatia B2C. In acest
context, incepand cu 27 septembrie 2026,
societdtile nu vor mai putea folosi afirmatii
generice de mediu precum ,eco”, ,sustenabil” sau
»prietenos cu natura” fird dovezi recunoscute si nu
vor mai putea aplica etichete de durabilitate
necertificate sau face afirmatii privind performanta
de mediu viitoare sau neutralitatea climaticd fard
planuri verificabile si mdsurabile.

Totodatd, sunt prevdzute si obligatii privind
informarea consumatorilor asupra durabilitdtii
produselor, a optiunilor de livrare ecologica si a
impactului actualizarilor de software asupra
functionalitatii acestora.
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2.5. Draft GEO introducing new rules for
placing used, repaired, or refurbished
products on the Romanian market

On 20 March 2026, the Ministry of the
Environment, Water and Forestry (“MEWEF”)
submitted for public consultation a draft GEO
regarding the placing on the market of used,
repaired, or refurbished products, as well as the
recall of hazardous new products from the
market.

In this context, economic operators will be
required to ensure the cleaning, disinfection and
pest control of products, to keep records, and to
provide the appropriate documentation for each
batch, under the supervision of the National
Environmental Guard (“NEG”), the National
Authority for Consumer Protection (“NACP”) and
other enforcement authorities.

The rules will also apply to used tires, furniture,
and motor vehicles, and the import of damaged
motor vehicles will be prohibited.
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2.5. Proiect de OUG care prevede reguli noi
pentru introducerea produselor uzate,
reparate sau reconditionate in Romania

La data de 20 martie 2026, Ministerul Mediului,
Apelor si Padurilor (,MMAP”) a supus consultdrii
publice un proiect de OUG privind introducerea pe
piatd a produselor utilizate, reparate sau
reconditionate, precum si retragerea produselor noi
periculoase de pe piatd.

In acest context, operatorii economici vor fi nevoiti
sd asigure curdtarea, dezinfectia si dezinsectia
produselor, sd tina evidenta si sa furnizeze
documentatia corespunzdtoare pentru fiecare lot,
sub controlul Garzii Nationale de Mediu (,GNM”),
Autoritdtii Nationale pentru Protectia
Consumatorilor (,ANPC”) si altor autoritati de
control.

Regulile se vor aplica si pentru anvelope, mobilier si
autovehicule uzate, iar importul autovehiculelor
avariate va fi interzis.
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Individuals will be allowed to introduce on the
market a limited number of used motor vehicles,
bicycles, or electric scooters per year, subject to
an obligation to declare them to the NACP within
72 hours.

2.6. New draft procedure for recording
inspections carried out by the NEG

On 24 March 2026, the MEWF submitted for
public consultation a draft order approving the
Procedure for the recording and documenting by
photo-audio-video means, the activities of the
NEG, as well as the storage and access to such
materials.

The Procedure sets out in detail the NEG’s
responsibilities for the implementation of this
legal framework, in compliance with the
provisions on personal data protection. Its
purpose is to ensure effective and transparent
oversight of environmental activities.
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Persoanele fizice vor putea introduce anual pe piata
un numadr limitat de autovehicule, biciclete sau
trotinete uzate, cu obligatia de declarare la ANPC
in 72 de ore.

2.6. Nou proiect de procedura privind
inregistrarea inspectiilor efectuate de
GNM

La data de 24 martie 2026, MMAP a supus
consultdrii publice un proiect de ordin pentru
aprobarea Procedurii privind inregistrarea si fixarea
cu mijloace foto-audio-video a activitdtilor GNM,
precum si stocarea si accesarea acestor materiale.

Procedura detaliazd responsabilitdtile GNM pentru
implementarea acestui cadru legal, cu respectarea
prevederilor privind protectia datelor personale,
scopul acesteia fiind de a asigura o supraveghere
eficientd si transparentd a activitatilor de mediu.
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2.7.  MMAP launches the first digital
platform for monitoring aggregate
quarries

On 24 March 2026, MEWF launched the
“Inspectorul Balastierelor” platform, the first
public digital map that allows users to verify
authorized mineral aggregate exploitations
nationwide.

The platform provides citizens and authorities
with access to official information regarding,
among others, the authorized perimeters, the
validity of permits, the responsible operators, and
their geolocation.

The map includes 6,216 sites authorized over the
past 5 years, of which 1,849 are active, and
represents the first component of the broader
“Radarul Balastierelor” system, which will
integrate the monitoring of the traceability of
operations and the quantities of aggregates used.
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2.7. MMAP lanseaza prima platforma
digitala pentru monitorizarea
balastierelor

La data de 24 martie 2026, MMAP a lansat
platforma ,Inspectorul Balastierelor”, prima harta
digitala publicd ce permite verificarea exploatdrilor
de agregate minerale autorizate la nivel national.

Platforma ofera cetatenilor si autoritatilor acces la
informatii oficiale privind, printre altele,
perimetrele autorizate, valabilitatea avizelor,
operatorii responsabili si geolocalizarea acestora.

Harta include 6.216 perimetre autorizate in ultimii
5 ani, dintre care 1.849 active, si reprezintd prima
componentd a sistemului mai amplu ,Radarul
Balastierelor”, care va integra monitorizarea
trasabilitatii exploatdrilor si a cantitatilor de
agregate utilizate.
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2.8. New draft order for the approval of the
procedure regarding the issuance of
ETS permits

On 26 March 2026, MEWF submitted for public
consultation a draft order approving the
procedure for issuing permits regarding
greenhouse gas emissions resulting from the use
of excisable fuels. The procedure targets the road
transport sector, residential buildings,
institutional/commercial buildings, the energy
industry, the manufacturing industry, and the
construction sector, and is part of the regulatory
framework regarding the greenhouse gas emission
allowance trading scheme (ETS).

The draft will contribute to the monitoring and
control of greenhouse gas emissions, in line with
national and European climate policies. The
interested parties may submit comments and
proposals within 10 business days from the date of
publication.

You can find out more about how we process your personal data here.
You may unsubscribe here at any time.
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2.8. Nou proiect de ordin pentru aprobarea
procedurii privind emiterea
autorizatiilor ETS

La data de 26 martie 2026, MMAP a supus
consultdrii publice un proiect de ordin pentru
aprobarea procedurii de emitere a autorizatiei
privind emisiile de gaze cu efect de sera rezultate
din utilizarea combustibililor accizabili. Procedura
vizeazd sectoarele transport rutier, cladiri
rezidentiale, clddiri institutionale/comerciale,
industria energeticd, industria prelucrdtoare si
sectorul constructiilor, fiind parte a cadrului amplu
de reglementare privind schema de comercializare
a certificatelor de emisii de gaze cu efect de serd
(ETS).

Proiectul va contribui la monitorizarea si controlul
emisiilor de gaze cu efect de serd, in linie cu
politicile climatice nationale si europene. Partile
interesate pot transmite observatii si propuneri in
termen de 10 zile lucratoare de la publicare.

Mai multe detalii despre modul in care iti procesdm datele gdsiti aici.
Vi puteti dezabona oricdnd accesdnd acest link.
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