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1 EU DEVELOPMENTS SELECTION

1.1. CJEU ruling on the Aarhus Convention

On 11 January 2024, the Court of Justice of the
European Union (,,CJEU”) issued a ruling
interpreting provisions of the Convention on
access to information, public participation in
decision-making and access to justice in
environmental matters (the “Aarhus
Convention”).
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1. SELECTIA EVOLUTIILOR LA NIVELUL
UE!

1.1. Hotararea CJUE cu privire la Conventia
de la Aarhus

La 1 ianuarie 2024, Curtea de Justitie a Uniunii
Europene (,CJUE”) a adoptat o hotarare prin care
interpreteaza prevederi ale Conventiei privind
accesul la informatie, participarea publicului la
luarea deciziilor si accesul la justitie in probleme de
mediu (,Conventia de la Aarhus”).

1Both EU and national developments are listed chronologically. / Atat evolutiile la nivelul UE, cat si cele nationale, sunt incluse in ordine

cronologicd.
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According to CJEU, the Aarhus Convention does
not preclude national legislation which recognizes
the locus standi of a legal person, other than an
environmental NGO, to challenge an
administrative act which is not addressed to it
only where that legal person alleges infringement
of a legitimate private interest or of an interest
relating to a legal situation directly connected
with the object of its activity.

CJEU has also held that the court called upon to
decide whether a party should be ordered to pay
the costs of an environmental dispute must have
regard to all the circumstances of the case,
including the interests of the party and the
general interest in protecting the environment.
This ensures that the requirement that court
proceedings should not be unreasonably
expensive is respected.

1.2. New minimum hygiene standards for
materials and products that come into
contact with drinking water

On 23 January 2024, the European Commission
adopted new minimum hygiene standards for
materials and products that come into contact
with drinking water.
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Conform CJUE, Conventia de la Aarhus nu se opune
unei reglementdri nationale care recunoaste calitatea
procesuald activd a unei entitdti juridice, alta decat
un ONG de protectie a mediului, pentru atacarea
unui act administrativ care nu ii este adresat doar
atunci cand invoca incdlcarea unui interes legitim
privat sau a unui interes legat de o situatie juridicd
in legdaturd directd cu obiectul sdu de activitate.

De asemenea, CJUE a hotdrat cd instanta chemata sd
se pronunte cu privire la obligarea unei padrti la plata
cheltuielilor de judecata intr-un litigiu in materie de
mediu trebuie sd tind seama de ansamblul
imprejurdrilor cauzei, inclusiv de interesul partii si
de interesul general legat de protectia mediului. In
acest mod se garanteazd respectarea cerintei ca
procedurile jurisdictionale sd nu fie exagerat de
costisitoare.

1.2. Noi standarde minime de igiena pentru
materialele si produsele care intra in
contact cu apa potabila

La 23 ianuarie 2024, Comisia Europeand a adoptat
noi standarde minime de igiend pentru materialele si
produsele care intrd in contact cu apa potabild.
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The new standards apply as of 31 December 2026
to materials and products used in new
installations for the abstraction, treatment,
storage, or distribution of water. They will also
apply when older installations are renovated or
repaired, such as supply pipes, valves, pumps,
water meters or taps.

Materials and products that comply with the new
standards will be issued with an EU Declaration of
Conformity and will receive a specific EU
marking.

The European Parliament and the Council may
object within two months following publication.

1.3. Provisional agreement on the proposal
to review the Urban Wastewater
Treatment Directive

On 29 January 2024, a provisional agreement on a
proposal to review the Urban Wastewater
Treatment Directive was reached. The agreement
is now subject to formal adoption by the Council
and the European Parliament.
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Noile standarde se aplicd materialelor si produselor

utilizate in instalatiile noi de captare, tratare, stocare
sau distributie a apei incepand cu 31 decembrie 2026.

De asemenea, acestea se vor aplica si atunci cand
instalatiile mai vechi sunt renovate sau reparate,
cum ar fi conductele de alimentare, supapele,
pompele, contoarele de apa sau robinetele.

Materialele si produsele care respecta noile
standarde vor fi insotite de o declaratie de
conformitate UE si vor primi un marcaj UE specific.

Parlamentul European si Consiliul pot formula
obiectii in termen de doud luni de la publicare.

1.3. Acord provizoriu cu privire la
propunerea de revizuire a Directivei
privind epurarea apelor uzate urbane

La 29 ianuarie 2024, s-a ajuns la un acord provizoriu

cu privire la o propunere de revizuire a Directivei
privind epurarea apelor uzate urbane. Acordul
trebuie adoptat formal de catre Consiliu si
Parlamentul European.
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More nutrients will be removed from urban
wastewater and new standards for
micropollutants will be applied under the new
rules.

To cover the costs of the new protection
measures, the new rules provide for an Extended
Producer Responsibility scheme, in line with the
polluter-pays principle.

The new rules also introduce an energy neutrality
target. By 2045, urban wastewater treatment
plants will have to produce energy from
renewable sources, based on regular energy
audits, with progressive interim targets.

1.4. Recommendations for 2040 targets to
reach climate neutrality by 2050

On 6 February 2024, the European Commission
recommended a 9o% reduction in the EU's net
greenhouse gas emissions by 2040 compared to
1990 levels.
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Conform noilor cerinte, se vor elimina mai multi
nutrienti din apele uzate urbane si se vor aplica noi
standarde pentru micropoluanti.

Pentru a acoperi costurile noilor masuri de protectie,
noile reguli prevdd un sistem de Responsabilitate
Extinsd a Producatorului, in conformitate cu
principiul poluatorul plateste.

Noile reguli introduc, de asemenea, un obiectiv de
neutralitate energeticd. Pand in 2045, statiile de
tratare a apelor uzate urbane vor trebui sa produca
energie din surse regenerabile, pe baza unor audituri
energetice periodice, cu obiective intermediare
progresive.

1.4. Recomandari pentru obiectivele 2040
menite sd atingd neutralitatea climatica
pana in 2050

La 6 februarie 2024, Comisia Europeanad a
recomandat o reducere cu 90% a emisiilor nete de
gaze cu efect de serd ale UE pdnd in 2040,
comparativ cu nivelurile din 1990.
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According to the European Commission, its
recommendation is in line with the advice of the
European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate
Change (ESABCC) and the EU's commitments
under the Paris Agreement.

To achieve a 90% reduction in emissions by 2040,
the European Commission pointed out that
several conditions need to be met. To start with,
the existing legislation must be fully implemented
to reduce emissions by at least 55% by 2030.

1.5. Romania requested to close and
rehabilitate illegal landfills

On 7 February 2024, the European Commission
announced that it had sent a reasoned opinion to
Romania for not fully complying with the Landfill
Directive (Directive 1999/31/EC) and the Waste
Framework Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC).
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Potrivit Comisiei Europene, recomandarea sa este in
conformitate cu avizul Consiliului consultativ
stiintific european pentru schimbarile climatice
(ESABCC) si cu angajamentele UE in cadrul
Acordului de la Paris.

Comisia Europeand a subliniat ca trebuie indeplinite
mai multe conditii pentru a obtine o reducere de
90% a emisiilor pana in 2040. Pentru inceput,
legislatia existenta trebuie sa fie implementatd
integral pentru a reduce emisiile cu cel putin 55%
pand in 2030.

1.5. Romania, solicitata sa inchida si sa
reabiliteze depozitele ilegale de deseuri

La 7 februarie 2024, Comisia Europeand a anuntat ca
a trimis un aviz motivat Romaniei pentru
nerespectarea deplind a Directivei privind depozitele
de deseuri (Directiva 1999/31/CE) si a Directivei-
cadru privind deseurile (Directiva 2008/98/CE).
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Romania had until 16 July 2017 to take the
necessary measures to close and rehabilitate 101
illegal landfills. To date, Romania has closed and
rehabilitated 92 landfills. The timeframe for the
closure and rehabilitation of five of the remaining
nine landfills is 2026-2028 while the timeframe for
the remaining four landfills is uncertain.

1.6. Provisional agreement on a voluntary
EU framework for the certification of
carbon removals

On 20 February 2024, a provisional agreement was
reached on a Regulation establishing the first EU
framework for the certification of carbon
removals.

The agreement is now subject to formal adoption
by the Council and the European Parliament.

The Regulation contains an open-ended definition
of carbon removals. It sets out certification rules
for

= carbon farming, such as forest and soil
restoration and avoidance of soil
emissions, more efficient use of fertilizers.
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Romania trebuia sa ia masurile necesare pentru
inchiderea si reabilitarea unui numar de 101 depozite
de deseuri ilegale pana la 16 iulie 2017. Pdnd in
prezent, Romania a inchis si a reabilitat 92 de
depozite de deseuri. Calendarul pentru inchiderea si
reabilitarea a cinci din cele noua depozite de deseuri
ramase este 2026-2028, in timp ce calendarul pentru
celelalte patru depozite de deseuri ramase este
incert.

1.6. Acord provizoriu privind un cadru
voluntar la nivelul UE pentru certificarea
absorbtiei de carbon

La 20 februarie 2024, s-a ajuns la un acord provizoriu

cu privire la un regulament de stabilire a primului
cadru UE pentru certificarea elimindrilor de carbon.

Acordul trebuie adoptat formal de cdtre Consiliu si
Parlamentul European.

Regulamentul contine o definitie deschisd a
elimindrilor de carbon. Acesta stabileste norme de
certificare pentru:

= agricultura carbonului, cum ar fi refacerea
padurilor si a solului si evitarea emisiilor din
sol, utilizarea mai eficientd a ingrasamintelor.
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= industrial carbon removals, such as
bioenergy with carbon capture and storage
or direct atmospheric carbon capture and
storage.

= temporary carbon storage in long-lasting
products and materials.

1.7. The Directive on empowering
consumers for the green transition,
adopted

On 20 February 2024, the Council has adopted the
Directive on empowering consumers for the green
transition through better protection against unfair
practices and better information, following its
adoption by the European Parliament on 17
January 2024.

The new rules ensure, among others, product
labelling is clearer by banning the use of generic
environmental claims such as "environmentally

friendly", "natural", "biodegradable”, "climate-
neutral” or "eco" without supporting evidence.

Member States will have 24 months from the date
of publication in the Official Journal of the
European Union to transpose the Directive and a
further 30 months to implement it.
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= eliminarea industriald a carbonului, cum ar fi
bioenergia cu captarea si stocarea carbonului
sau captarea si stocarea directd a carbonului
din atmosfera.

= stocarea temporard a carbonului in produse si
materiale de lungd duratad.

1.7. Adoptarea Directivei in ceea ce priveste
consolidarea rolului consumatorilor in
vederea tranzitiei verzi

La 20 februarie 2024, Consiliul a adoptat Directiva in
ceea ce priveste consolidarea rolului consumatorilor
in vederea tranzitiei verzi printr-o mai bund
protectie impotriva practicilor neloiale si o mai buna
informare, in urma adoptdrii acesteia de cdtre
Parlamentul European la 17 ianuarie 2024.

Noile reguli asigura, printre altele, o etichetare mai
clard a produselor, interzicand utilizarea fard dovezi
a unor afirmatii generice de mediu, cum ar fi
,ecologic”, ,natural”, ,biodegradabil”, ,neutru din
punct de vedere climatic” sau ,ecologic”.

Statele Membre vor avea la dispozitie 24 de luni de
la data publicarii in Jurnalul Oficial al Uniunii
Europene pentru a transpune Directiva si alte 30 de
luni pentru a o pune in aplicare.
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1.8. New rules on environmental crimes and
waste shipments

On 27 February 2024, the European Parliament has
approved the proposal for a Directive on the
protection of the environment through criminal
law, replacing Directive 2008/99/EC.

On the same day, the European Parliament has also

approved the proposal for a Regulation on waste
shipments.

2 NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS
SELECTION?
2.1. Legislative proposal on the

development of SUMAL 3.0

On 29 January 2024, the Ministry of Environment,
Water and Forests published for public
consultation the draft Government Emergency
Ordinance on the development of version 3.0 of
the Integrated Information System for the
Tracking of Timber Material, as well as for the
amendment of some normative acts.

1.8. Noi norme privind infractiunile de mediu

si expedierile de deseuri

La 27 februarie 2024, Parlamentul European a aprobat

propunerea de Directivad privind protectia mediului
prin intermediul dreptului penal si de inlocuire a
Directivei 2008/99/CE.

In aceeasi zi, Parlamentul European a aprobat si
propunerea de Regulament privind expedierile de
deseuri.

2. SELECTIA EVOLUTIILOR LA NIVEL
NATIONAL?

2.1.  Propunere legislativa privind dezvoltarea
SUMAL 3.0

La 29 ianuarie 2024, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a publicat spre consultare publica
proiectul de Ordonantd de urgentd a Guvernului
privind dezvoltarea versiunii 3.0 a Sistemului
Informational Integrat de Urmadrire a Materialelor
Lemnoase, precum si pentru modificarea unor acte
normative.

2 Both EU and national developments are listed chronologically. / Atat evolutiile la nivelul UE, cdt si cele nationale, sunt incluse in ordine

cronologicd.
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The legislative proposal was initiated for several
reasons, including the need to adapt to new legal
requirements (e.g. Regulation (EU) 2023/115) and
the fact that the current development version of
SUMAL has reached the technological and
architectural limits for which it was designed.

2.2.  Proposal of methodological rules for
the video surveillance of forest roads

On 1 February 2024, the Ministry of the
Environment, Water and Forests published for
public consultation the draft Decision for the
approval of the methodological rules on video
surveillance of forest roads.

2.3. Legislative proposal to update the
methodology for calculating
contributions and taxes due to the
Environment Fund

On 13 February 2024, the Ministry of the
Environment, Water and Forests published for
public consultation the draft Order amending
Order No. 578/2006 approving the Methodology
for the calculation of contributions and taxes due
to the Environment Fund.
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Propunerea legislativa a fost initiatd din mai multe
considerente, inclusiv nevoia de adaptare la noile
cerinte legale (spre exemplu, Regulamentul (UE)
2023/115) si faptul cd actuala versiune de dezvoltare a
SUMAL a atins limitele tehnologice si de arhitectura
pentru care a fost proiectata.

2.2. Propunere de norme metodologice
privind supravegherea video a
drumurilor forestiere

La 1 februarie 2024, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a publicat spre consultare publica
proiectul de Hotdrdre pentru aprobarea Normelor
metodologice privind supravegherea video a
drumurilor forestiere.

2.3. Propunere legislativa pentru actualizarea
metodologiei de calcul al contributiilor si
taxelor datorate la Fondul pentru mediu

La 13 februarie 2024, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a publicat spre consultare publica
proiectul de Ordin privind modificarea Ordinului nr.
578/2006 pentru aprobarea Metodologiei de calcul al
contributiilor si taxelor datorate la Fondul pentru
mediu.
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- Nestor Nestor Diculescu Kingston Petersen
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The proposed amendments concern both the
necessary legislative harmonization related to the
regulation and implementation of the Deposit
Return System (as of 30 November 2023) and
other issues such as the contribution to the
Environmental Fund from revenues obtained
from the sale of waste.

2.4. Amendments concerning the
submission of declarations of
obligations to the Environmental Fund
by electronic means of remote
transmission

On 13 February 2024, Order 209/2024 was
published in the Official Gazette, Part I, No. 122,
amending and supplementing Order No. 572/2019
on the submission of declarations on obligations
to the Environmental Fund by electronic means of
remote transmission.

Page 10 of 1

Modificarile propuse vizeaza atat armonizarea
legislativa necesard in contextul reglementadrii si
punerii in functiune a Sistemului de Garantie-
Returnare (incepand cu 30 noiembrie 2023), dar si
alte aspecte care vizeazd, spre exemplu, contributia
la Fondul pentru mediu din veniturile realizate din
vanzarea de deseuri.

2.4. Modificari privind depunerea
declaratiilor privind obligatiile la Fondul
pentru mediu prin mijloace electronice
de transmitere la distanta

La 13 februarie 2024 a fost publicat in Monitorul
Oficial, Partea I nr. 122, Ordinul 209/2024 privind
modificarea si completarea Ordinului nr. 572/2019
pentru depunerea declaratiilor privind obligatiile la
Fondul pentru mediu prin mijloace electronice de
transmitere la distanta.
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2.5. Legislative proposal to amend the
Procedure for issuing greenhouse gas
emissions permit for the period 2021-
2030

On 28 February 2024, the Ministry of the
Environment, Water and Forests published for
public consultation the draft Order amending
Order No. 1256/2020 approving the Procedure for
issuing greenhouse gas emissions permit for the
period 2021-2030.

Among the proposals is a change to the deadline
for operators to surrender greenhouse gas
emission allowances. Instead of the current
deadline of 30 April each year, a new deadline of
30 September each year is proposed.

You can find out more about how we process your personal data here.
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2.5. Propunere legislativa pentru modificarea
Procedurii de emitere a autorizatiei
privind emisiile de gaze cu efect de sera
pentru perioada 2021-2030

La 28 februarie 2024, Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a publicat spre consultare publica
proiectul de Ordin pentru modificarea Ordinului nr.
1256/2020 privind aprobarea Procedurii de emitere a
autorizatiei privind emisii de gaze cu efect de serd
pentru perioada 2021-2030.

Printre propuneri este si modificarea termenului in
care operatorul are obligatia de a restitui certificatele
de emisii de gaze cu efect de serd. Astfel, noul
termen propus este 30 septembrie a fiecarui an, in
loc de 30 aprilie cdt este in prezent.

Mai multe detalii despre modul in care iti procesdm datele gdsiti aici.

Vi puteti dezabona oricdnd accesdnd acest link.
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